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ordinances. The proposed ordinance, with its amendment, is placed 
upon the ballot, and the people are given the option of accepting 
the ordinance with or without the amendment, or of rejecting both. 
This is a modification of the plan, followed in the Maine constitution 
and in Switzerland, of allowing the legislature to suggest measures 
competing with those initiated by the people. It is an attempt to 
obviate the criticism frequently directed against initiated measures 
that they are crudely constructed, but it is open to the objection 
that it may complicate the issue before the people. The operation 
of this provision will be watched with considerable interest. 

Measures adopted by the electors are subject to amendment or 
repeal only by a vote of the electors unless it is otherwise provided 
in the measure itself. Those filing initiated ordinances may at that 
time present a written argument of not more than three hundred 
words in favor of the ordinance. This argument, together with any 
filed by the council in opposition, is to be printed on the sample 
ballot. If conflicting measures are approved by the people at the 
same election, the one receiving the highest affirmative vote shall 
control. 

No ordinance granting a franchise may go into effect before thirty 
days after its passage nor may any other ordinances except those 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health or safety 
and which contain a statement of their urgency and are passed by 
a four-fifths vote. If during this time a petition signed by twenty- 
five percent of the voters is filed against the passage of the ordinance, 
its operation shall be suspended. Such an ordinance must be repealed 
by the council or referred to the voters at a general or special election, 
and must not go into effect unless approved by a majority of the 
electors voting upon it. The council may of its own motion refer 
measures to the people. S. Gale Lowrie. 

Labor Legislation Pending — Rhode Island. The trend of 
labor legislation at this 1911 session follows the distinct line of pro- 
viding compensation for employees for personal injuries received 
in the course of their employment. Although the greater number 
of these bills are modeled upon the tentative draft of the uniform 
workingmen's compensation act, that measure which seems most 
likely to become law at this session is a resolution providing for a 
commission on industrial accidents. It has already passed the 
senate in substitute form providing for a commission to be appointed 
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by the governor, with the advice and consent of the senate, to consist 
of seven persons, one of whom is to be a representative of the labor 
interests; one a representative of the employing interests; one a 
lawyer satisfactory to the labor interests; one a lawyer satisfactory 
to the employing interests; one a former member of the judiciary of 
the state; and two other citizens of the state. The work of this 
commission will be to consider the subject of industrial accidents 
and the liability of employers therefor; to investigate and report 
upon the state of the law on the subject in the United States, and 
in foreign countries; and in particular to consider and report to the 
general assembly by act or otherwise, upon the question whether 
workmen should receive a certain definite and limited compensation 
for all accidents in industry, and upon the questions of the fellow 
servant doctrine, so called, and upon the doctrine of assumed risks. 
The sum of one thousand dollars is appropriated for the use of this 
commission to be divided into commissioners' salaries, $100 each, 
clerk's salary, $150 and expenses of $150. 

There is a very strong lobby for the establishment of an eight 
hour work day for mechanics, workmen and laborers employed by 
the state, and cities and towns therein, and for the fixing of a rate 
of wages of employees on public works at $2 per day, with a stipulation 
to that effect made a part of all contracts to which the state, or any 
municipal corporation therein, is to be a party, provided that this 
act does not apply to persons employed yearly in any of the public 
institutions of the state, or any city, county or town. 

If, in the erection of an iron or steel framed building, the spaces 
between the girders or floor beams of any floor are not filled or covered 
by the permanent construction of the floors by the contractor or 
the owner of the building before another story is added to the building, 
a close plank flooring must be placed and maintained over such spaces, 
from the time when the beams or girders are placed in position until 
the permanent construction is applied. This and other provisions 
for temporary flooring are the subject matter of several bills looking 
toward the protection of employees during the erection of buildings. 

Grace Sherwood. 

Recall. The holder of any elective office in any municipality 
in California, who has held office for four months, may be removed 
by the electors, in conformity with a law passed during the 1911 
session of the California legislature. The procedure for the recall 



